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Justin Leaf, PhD, BCBA-D
Justin Leaf, PhD, is the Director of Research and Training for Autism Partnership Foundation. 
Justin received his doctorate degree in Behavioral Psychology from the Department 
of Applied Behavioral Science at the University of Kansas. Currently, Justin leads the 
research team at Autism Partnership Foundation, which conducts research nationally 
and internationally. His research interests include examining methods to improve social 
behaviors for children and adolescents with autism and developing friendships, comparing 
different teaching methodologies, evaluating parameters of reinforcement, and evaluating 
long term outcomes for individuals diagnosed with autism. Justin has over 75 publications 
in either peer reviewed journals, books, or book chapters and has presented at both national 
and international professional conferences and invited events. Justin also recently edited a 

book entitled Handbook of Social Skills and Autism Spectrum Disorder: Assessment, Curricula, and Intervention. 
Justin is an Associate Editor for Review Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. Justin also serves or has 
served on the editorial board for the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Education and Training in Autism and 
Developmental Disabilities, and the Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. 

Ruth Anne Rehfeldt, PhD, BCBA-D
Dr. Rehfeldt holds a BA in psychology from the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA 
(1993), and masters and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Nevada (1998 graduation), 
where she was a student of Dr. Linda J. Hayes. Dr. Rehfeldt has published nearly 100 
articles and book chapters in behavior analysis. Her expertise focuses specifically upon 
basic and applied investigations of verbal behavior and derived stimulus relations. She 
recently co-edited a book with Yvonne Barnes-Holmes entitled “Derived Stimulus Relations 
Applications for Learners with Autism and other Developmental Disorders: A Progressive 
Guide for Change. Dr. Rehfeldt is the editor and business manager for The Psychological 
Record, a journal founded by J. R. Kantor in 1937 and for which B. F. Skinner was one of the 

first editorial board members. She is or has been an editorial board member for a number of journals, including 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, The Analysis of Verbal Behavior, International Journal of Psychology 
and Psychological Therapy, and the European Journal of Behavior Analysis. Dr. Rehfeldt and her students have 
delivered over 200 conference presentations over the years. Ruth Anne was the co-founder, program chair, 
and past President of the Mid-American Association for Behavior Analysis. Ruth Anne has been awarded the 
Rehabilitation Institute Teacher of the Year award several times. She was the Teacher of the Year for the College 
of Education and Human Services during 2006 and, in 2010, was awarded the Researcher of the Year Award for 
the College of Education and Human Services.
Ruth Anne’s current research interests include verbal behavior, private events, and mindfulness processes. She 
also conducts investigations of technology-enabled pedagogy in higher education. Her clinical populations of 
interest include adults with intellectual disabilities and typically-developing children. She collaborates with 
Trinity Services, Inc. and Specialized Training and Adult Rehabilitation.
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Salvador “Sal” Ruiz is a PhD, BCBA and has been using the Standard Celeration Chart 
(SCC) for seven years. Sal has worked with students from ages 5-27, including typically 
developing and learners with developmental disabilities. Sal has worked in various setting 
using the principles of Behavior Analysis and Precision Teaching. 
Sal’s background includes working as a paraprofessional, direct care staff, and behavior 
specialist. Sal obtained a B.A. from William Paterson University in Sociology and worked 
as a paraprofessional in a self-contained high school for students with developmental 
disabilities. While earning his certificate in behavior analysis from Penn State University, 
he was working as a Behavior Specialist in New Jersey public schools. After earning his 

Masters in Psychology at The Chicago School he began preparing to apply for a PhD in Special Education at 
Penn State University. Working as a research assistant with Dr. Kubina he has conducted research in the areas of 
challenging behavior, sexual education, and skill building. He has also presented his work at a variety of local and 
national conference. 
Sal applied his training in Precision Teaching and Behavior Analysis to treat challenging behavior in the 
public school setting. His work led him to pursue a PhD to contribute to the literature in Behavior Analysis. 
He currently supervises those seeking BACB certification, teaches, and conducts research. Sal’s career focuses 

Michael was a doctoral student in Dr. Stephanie Peterson’s lab at Western Michigan 
University. He received his BA in psychology from West Virginia University under the 
advisement of Dr. Claire St. Peter, and his MA in special education and applied behavior 
analysis from The Ohio State University under Dr. Sheila Alber-Morgan. He has served in 
several behavior consultant roles in both school settings and interdisciplinary clinics, as well 
as taught undergraduate and graduate level classes.
His main research interests include resurgence and concurrent schedules of reinforcement, the 
assessment and treatment of severe challenging behavior, and extending the use of behavior 
analysis in the health and fitness industry. In his spare time, Michael enjoys cooking, reading, 
and exercising.

Michael P. Kranak, PhD, BCBA

Salvatore (Sal) Ruiz, PhD, BCBA

Sandy Knott
Sandy Knott brings a wide variety of practical skills for successful implementation of 
behavioral based programs.  Her previous employment as a risk control manager for a 
large grocery retail/distribution corporation resulted in CCBS accreditation of two supply 
chain facilities with staggering improvements noted in injury reduction, production, quality 
and sustainability causing a corporate wide behavioral based integration process to begin.  
Currently, Sandy is employed by The Cincinnati Insurance Companies as a loss control field 
director providing services to a territory of agencies and policyholders for the multiple lines 
of coverage offered and provided. 
“I am honored to be chosen to serve on such a prestigious commission with the experts in a 

field I am fascinated with.”

Advisors
Sandy Knott
Michael Kranak, PhD, BCBA

Salvador Ruiz, PhD, BCBA
Rachel Taylor, PhD, BCBA
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Rachel Taylor, PhD, BCBA
Dr. Rachel Taylor, BCBA-D (formerly Dr. Tarbox) has worked with individuals diagnosed 
with neurodevelopmental disorders for more than 20 years (initially working in several pres-
tigious institutions including the New England Center for Children and the Kennedy Krieger 
Institute at Johns Hopkins Hospital). 
Prior to founding the Center for Applied Behavior Analysis (CABA), Dr. Taylor was the 
Co-Director of Research and Development for the Center for Autism and Related Disor-
ders (CARD), Chief Clinical Officer for Intercare Therapy, and founding Department Chair 
for the Chicago School of Professional Psychology, Los Angeles, Department of Applied Be-
havior Analysis. Dr. Taylor has also served on the Executive Council for the International 

Association for Behavior Analysis (ABAI) and the Board of Directors for the California Association for Behavior 
Analysis (CalABA). Dr. Taylor has published in several peer reviewed journals and her research is also featured in 
the seminal textbook: Applied Behavior Analysis, by Cooper, Heron and Heward. 
At CABA, Dr. Taylor is honored to work with a stellar team to offer a range of services to individuals of all ages in-
cluding: Home and School-Based ABA, Specialized Therapeutic Services (for individuals at risk for hospitalization 
due to the severity of their problem behavior), Group Social Skills, Adult Tailored Day Program, and Residential 
(Enhanced Behavioral Support Homes). CABA also serves as an approved practicum site for several local univer-
sities, including the recently launched ABA graduate training programs at the University of Southern California 
(USC) and Pepperdine University. 

on measurement, visual analysis, the treatment of challenging behavior, teaching, and supervision. His current 
interests are challenging behavior, Organizational Behavior Management, functions of behavior, and training. Sal 
is a PhD holder and an active member of the Standard Celeration Society.

Salvatore Ruiz, PhD, BCBA (continued)


